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AMERIKAN MISYONERLERININ
ERMENI MESELESINE ETKILERI (1890-1914)
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Oz

19. yiizyihn ilk ¢eyreginde Anadolu'ya ayak basan Amerikan misyonerleri, kisa
stirede Osmanli cografyasina yayilmglardur. Misyonerler, faaliyetlerini ilk nce Miisliimanlar ve
Yahudiler iizerinde denediler. Fakat ¢ok gegmeden basarili olamayacaklarini anladilar ve bu
konuda etki edebilecekleri  Ermenileri  gozlerine kestirdiler. Agmus olduklart  egitim
kurumlarinda, Ermeniler iizerindeki faaliyetlerini yogunlagtirdilar. Buralarda Ermenilere
aynlikg fikirleri ogrettiler. Ciinkii Amerikan misyonerlerinin dini ve ekonomik ¢ikarlar
Ermenilerin, Osmanliyonetiminden aynlmasiyla gerceklesebilirdi.

Sonrasinda Ermenilerin 20. yiizyihn sonlarina dogru Anadolu'nun her yerinde
ctkardigu isyanlar ve buna kargt Osmanl yonetiminin aldig onlemler sirasinda bir takim
olaylaryasannugtir. ABD ve Avrupa kamuoyuna, Tiirkler, “Ermenilere sézde soykirim yaptr.”
seklindeki haberleri yansitan ve bununla ilgili yayinlarda bulunan Amerikan misyonerleridir.
Dolayistyla Ermeni meselesinin degisik zamanlarda ve sekillerde siirekli olarak igeride ve
disanida Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin giindemini yogun bir sekilde mesgul etmesinde Amerikan
misyonerlerinin o donemlerde yaptiklari faaliyetlerin yadsinamaz katkist vardir.

Bu ¢alismada, 1890-1914 yillart arasinda Amerikan misyonerlerinin Ermeni
meselesine olan etkileri ve Osmanly Devleti'nin ABD'deki elgilerinden Alexander Mavroyeni
Bey'in bu mesele ile miicadelesi incelenmigtir.
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The Contributions of American Missionaries to the Armenian Issue
in Ottoman Empire(1890-1914)

Abstract

The American missionaries have increased rapidly through the Ottoman territory
stepping into Anatolia in the first quarter of the 19 th century, who started their religious
activities with Muslims and Jews first. They realized that they could not be succesful; therefore
they approached the Armenians who they could influence the society in the educational
institutions,. They focused on teaching the Armenians the separatist ideas as it were necessary for
Armenians to separate from the Ottoman Empire so that American missionaries can get benefit
in terms of religion and finance.

Later, Armenians led a number of revolts throughout Europe in the last years of the
20th century. During this period, even though the Ottoman Empire took some precautions, some
news in the USA and in Europe, such as “Tiirks committed a so-called Armenian Genocide”
was released and publicized about the Armenians by American missionaries. Today, the effects of
the American missionaries on the busy agenda of the Turkish Republic about the Armenian issue
cannot be underestimated. In this study, the influence of the American missionaries on the
Armenian issue between the years 1890-1914 has been analyzed.

This present study aims also to investigate the fights of Mr. Alexander Mavroyeni who
was the Ottoman Empire's ambassador fort he USA during this period.
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Mavroyeni

I. GIRIS

1810 yilinda ABD'de kurulan American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions” adli misyoner' orgiitii kisaca “BOARD” ya da ABCFM” olarak
bilinmektedir (Kocabagoglu, 2000:15). Merkezi Newyork'ta bulunan BOARD,
Amerikan misyoner orgiitleri igerisinde en 6nde geleni ve en 6nemli olanidir.
Osmanli Devletinde bulunan Protestan okullarinin ¢ogu bu orgiitiin ¢ok biyiik
para yardimlari, talimatlar1 ve tegvikleriyle yapilmigtir (BOA, Y.EE, nr. 102/38,
19.M.1311, Lef.1).

BOARD'!m tiiztigiine gore amag, Hiristiyanlar disgindaki dinsizleri
Hiristiyanlagtirmak, bilmeyenlere Incil'i dgretmek, Hiristiyan olmayanlar1 bu dine
davet etmek veya kendi mezheplerine insan kazandirmaktir. Nihai hedef ise,
yerytiztinde giiclii bir Hiristiyan toplulugu olusturmaktir (Kocabasoglu, 2000:16).
Bu hedef dogrultusunda BOARD, Amerika kitasinda ve diinyada Protestanlig
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