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LYRICISM AS A WAY OF RESISTING PANOPTICISM: A FOUCAULDIAN READING OF A
PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST AS A YOUNG MAN
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University of Tehran Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures Department of English

The present paper begins by explicating Foucault’s theory of panopticism, illustrating the panoptical disciplinary projects which help
control behavior through inducing in their subjects a fear of being constantly monitored. This panoptic machine automatizes the
functioning of power by creating responsible subjects who become “the principle[s] of [their] own subjection”, with the final function
of bringing about, within the deepest recesses of the subjects, a strong will to confession. Then, by demonstrating the construction of
this panoptical world in Joyce’s Portrait, Stephen’s will to lyricism is accounted for as a way of resistance to panoptical society which
helps mold confessing individuals. His lyricism is further expounded in the light of a study of confession in Christianity, according to
which he adopts not a Christian confessional mode in order to assimilate into the community of the faithful, but the narrative paradigm
of Satan to author his own identity, confessing only his claim to autonomous selthood. With solipsism being his inevitable destiny, he
composes a villanelle and keeps a journal to avoid entering an effective discourse of confession internalized within him. His lyricism
not only entails his rejection to adopt religious confession as well as his resistance to join the order, but also is imbued with strong
sexual desire, the mingling of which is, according to Foucault, a new discourse in the modern world, quite similar to Christian
preaching. Stephen abjures religion of the Church only to preach his own religion.
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PANOPTISiZMi ENGELLEMENIN BiR YOLU OLARAK LIiRiZM: GENC BiR ADAM OLAN
SANATCININ PORTRESININ FOUCAULT TARZINDA iNCELENMESI

Davraniglarin kisilerde siirekli olarak izlenme korkusu yaratarak kontrol altina alinmasina yardimci olan panoptik cezalandirma
projelerini ortaya koyan bu ¢alisma, Foucault’un panoptisizm kuramini agiklayarak baslamaktadir. S6z konusu panoptik makine,
“kendi bagliliklarinin temeli” haline gelen sorumlu kisiler yaratarak giiciin isleyisini otomatiklestirmekte ve kisilerin en derininde
giicli bir itiraf etme istegini beraberinde getirmektedir. Daha sonra Joyce’un Portresindeki bu panoptik diinyanin olusturulus seklini
gostermek suretiyle itiraf eden kisiler olugturulmasina yardimei panoptik topluma karsi bir tiir direnis olarak Stephen’in lirizm istegi
agiklanmaktadir. Stephen’in lirizmine gore O; inangli topluma dahil olmak i¢in Hiristiyan giinah ¢ikarma tarzini degil, daha ziyade
yalnizca iddiasini 6zerk benligine itiraf ederek Satanin sozlii paradigmasmi benimsemektedir. Onun lirizmi, Hiristiyanlkta giinah
¢ikarmaya iliskin yapilan bir ¢aligmayla daha ayrintili bi¢imde agiklanmaktadir. Solipsizmin aginilmaz kaderi olmasiyla bir villanelle
yaratmakta ve kendi iginde igsellestirdi etkili bir itiraf sdylemine girmekten kaginabilmek igin gilinliik tutmaktadir. Onun lirizmi,
yalnizca dini bir itiraf yolu secilmesini reddetmeyi ve diizene karst direnisini zorunlu kilmaz ayrica gii¢lii bir cinsel arzuyla doludur.
Foucault’a gore bunun karisimi, Hiristiyan &giitlerine olduk¢a benzeyen modern bir yenidiinya sdylemini ortaya koymaktadir.
Stephen, Kilise dinini yalnizca kendi dininde 6giitler vermek i¢in inkar eder.
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